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1 GNU GENERAL PUBLIC LICENSE

Version 2, June 1991

Copyright (© 1989, 1991 Free Software Foundation, Inc.
675 Mass Ave, Boston, MA 02111-1307, USA

Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies
of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.

Preamble

The licenses for most software are designed to take away your freedom to share and change
it. By contrast, the GNU General Public License is intended to guarantee your freedom
to share and change free software—to make sure the software is free for all its users. This
General Public License applies to most of the Free Software Foundation’s software and to
any other program whose authors commit to using it. (Some other Free Software Foundation
software is covered by the GNU Library General Public License instead.) You can apply it
to your programs, too.

When we speak of free software, we are referring to freedom, not price. Our General Public
Licenses are designed to make sure that you have the freedom to distribute copies of free
software (and charge for this service if you wish), that you receive source code or can get
it if you want it, that you can change the software or use pieces of it in new free programs;
and that you know you can do these things.

To protect your rights, we need to make restrictions that forbid anyone to deny you these
rights or to ask you to surrender the rights. These restrictions translate to certain respon-
sibilities for you if you distribute copies of the software, or if you modify it.

For example, if you distribute copies of such a program, whether gratis or for a fee, you
must give the recipients all the rights that you have. You must make sure that they, too,
receive or can get the source code. And you must show them these terms so they know
their rights.

We protect your rights with two steps: (1) copyright the software, and (2) offer you this
license which gives you legal permission to copy, distribute and/or modify the software.

Also, for each author’s protection and ours, we want to make certain that everyone un-
derstands that there is no warranty for this free software. If the software is modified by
someone else and passed on, we want its recipients to know that what they have is not the
original, so that any problems introduced by others will not reflect on the original authors’
reputations.

Finally, any free program is threatened constantly by software patents. We wish to avoid
the danger that redistributors of a free program will individually obtain patent licenses, in
effect making the program proprietary. To prevent this, we have made it clear that any
patent must be licensed for everyone’s free use or not licensed at all.

The precise terms and conditions for copying, distribution and modification follow.
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR COPYING,
DISTRIBUTION AND MODIFICATION

0. This License applies to any program or other work which contains a notice placed
by the copyright holder saying it may be distributed under the terms of this General
Public License. The “Program”, below, refers to any such program or work, and a
“work based on the Program” means either the Program or any derivative work under
copyright law: that is to say, a work containing the Program or a portion of it, either
verbatim or with modifications and/or translated into another language. (Hereinafter,
translation is included without limitation in the term “modification”.) Each licensee is
addressed as “you”.

Activities other than copying, distribution and modification are not covered by this
License; they are outside its scope. The act of running the Program is not restricted,
and the output from the Program is covered only if its contents constitute a work based
on the Program (independent of having been made by running the Program). Whether
that is true depends on what the Program does.

1. You may copy and distribute verbatim copies of the Program’s source code as you
receive it, in any medium, provided that you conspicuously and appropriately publish
on each copy an appropriate copyright notice and disclaimer of warranty; keep intact
all the notices that refer to this License and to the absence of any warranty; and give
any other recipients of the Program a copy of this License along with the Program.

You may charge a fee for the physical act of transferring a copy, and you may at your
option offer warranty protection in exchange for a fee.

2. You may modify your copy or copies of the Program or any portion of it, thus forming a
work based on the Program, and copy and distribute such modifications or work under
the terms of Section 1 above, provided that you also meet all of these conditions:

a. You must cause the modified files to carry prominent notices stating that you
changed the files and the date of any change.

b. You must cause any work that you distribute or publish, that in whole or in part
contains or is derived from the Program or any part thereof, to be licensed as a
whole at no charge to all third parties under the terms of this License.

c. If the modified program normally reads commands interactively when run, you
must cause it, when started running for such interactive use in the most ordinary
way, to print or display an announcement including an appropriate copyright notice
and a notice that there is no warranty (or else, saying that you provide a warranty)
and that users may redistribute the program under these conditions, and telling
the user how to view a copy of this License. (Exception: if the Program itself is
interactive but does not normally print such an announcement, your work based
on the Program is not required to print an announcement.)

These requirements apply to the modified work as a whole. If identifiable sections
of that work are not derived from the Program, and can be reasonably considered
independent and separate works in themselves, then this License, and its terms, do not
apply to those sections when you distribute them as separate works. But when you
distribute the same sections as part of a whole which is a work based on the Program,
the distribution of the whole must be on the terms of this License, whose permissions
for other licensees extend to the entire whole, and thus to each and every part regardless
of who wrote it.
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Thus, it is not the intent of this section to claim rights or contest your rights to
work written entirely by you; rather, the intent is to exercise the right to control the
distribution of derivative or collective works based on the Program.

In addition, mere aggregation of another work not based on the Program with the
Program (or with a work based on the Program) on a volume of a storage or distribution
medium does not bring the other work under the scope of this License.

3. You may copy and distribute the Program (or a work based on it, under Section 2)
in object code or executable form under the terms of Sections 1 and 2 above provided
that you also do one of the following:

a. Accompany it with the complete corresponding machine-readable source code,
which must be distributed under the terms of Sections 1 and 2 above on a medium
customarily used for software interchange; or,

b. Accompany it with a written offer, valid for at least three years, to give any third
party, for a charge no more than your cost of physically performing source distri-
bution, a complete machine-readable copy of the corresponding source code, to be
distributed under the terms of Sections 1 and 2 above on a medium customarily
used for software interchange; or,

¢. Accompany it with the information you received as to the offer to distribute cor-
responding source code. (This alternative is allowed only for noncommercial dis-
tribution and only if you received the program in object code or executable form
with such an offer, in accord with Subsection b above.)

The source code for a work means the preferred form of the work for making modifi-
cations to it. For an executable work, complete source code means all the source code
for all modules it contains, plus any associated interface definition files, plus the scripts
used to control compilation and installation of the executable. However, as a spe-
cial exception, the source code distributed need not include anything that is normally
distributed (in either source or binary form) with the major components (compiler,
kernel, and so on) of the operating system on which the executable runs, unless that
component itself accompanies the executable.

If distribution of executable or object code is made by offering access to copy from
a designated place, then offering equivalent access to copy the source code from the
same place counts as distribution of the source code, even though third parties are not
compelled to copy the source along with the object code.

4. You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Program except as expressly
provided under this License. Any attempt otherwise to copy, modify, sublicense or
distribute the Program is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this
License. However, parties who have received copies, or rights, from you under this
License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full
compliance.

5. You are not required to accept this License, since you have not signed it. However,
nothing else grants you permission to modify or distribute the Program or its derivative
works. These actions are prohibited by law if you do not accept this License. Therefore,
by modifying or distributing the Program (or any work based on the Program), you
indicate your acceptance of this License to do so, and all its terms and conditions for
copying, distributing or modifying the Program or works based on it.
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6.

10.

Each time you redistribute the Program (or any work based on the Program), the
recipient automatically receives a license from the original licensor to copy, distribute
or modify the Program subject to these terms and conditions. You may not impose
any further restrictions on the recipients’ exercise of the rights granted herein. You are
not responsible for enforcing compliance by third parties to this License.

If, as a consequence of a court judgment or allegation of patent infringement or for any
other reason (not limited to patent issues), conditions are imposed on you (whether by
court order, agreement or otherwise) that contradict the conditions of this License, they
do not excuse you from the conditions of this License. If you cannot distribute so as
to satisfy simultaneously your obligations under this License and any other pertinent
obligations, then as a consequence you may not distribute the Program at all. For
example, if a patent license would not permit royalty-free redistribution of the Program
by all those who receive copies directly or indirectly through you, then the only way
you could satisfy both it and this License would be to refrain entirely from distribution
of the Program.

If any portion of this section is held invalid or unenforceable under any particular
circumstance, the balance of the section is intended to apply and the section as a
whole is intended to apply in other circumstances.

It is not the purpose of this section to induce you to infringe any patents or other
property right claims or to contest validity of any such claims; this section has the
sole purpose of protecting the integrity of the free software distribution system, which
is implemented by public license practices. Many people have made generous contri-
butions to the wide range of software distributed through that system in reliance on
consistent application of that system; it is up to the author/donor to decide if he or
she is willing to distribute software through any other system and a licensee cannot
impose that choice.

This section is intended to make thoroughly clear what is believed to be a consequence
of the rest of this License.

If the distribution and/or use of the Program is restricted in certain countries either
by patents or by copyrighted interfaces, the original copyright holder who places the
Program under this License may add an explicit geographical distribution limitation
excluding those countries, so that distribution is permitted only in or among countries
not thus excluded. In such case, this License incorporates the limitation as if written
in the body of this License.

The Free Software Foundation may publish revised and/or new versions of the General
Public License from time to time. Such new versions will be similar in spirit to the
present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns.

Each version is given a distinguishing version number. If the Program specifies a
version number of this License which applies to it and “any later version”, you have
the option of following the terms and conditions either of that version or of any later
version published by the Free Software Foundation. If the Program does not specify a
version number of this License, you may choose any version ever published by the Free
Software Foundation.

If you wish to incorporate parts of the Program into other free programs whose distri-
bution conditions are different, write to the author to ask for permission. For software
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which is copyrighted by the Free Software Foundation, write to the Free Software Foun-
dation; we sometimes make exceptions for this. Our decision will be guided by the two
goals of preserving the free status of all derivatives of our free software and of promoting
the sharing and reuse of software generally.

NO WARRANTY

11. BECAUSE THE PROGRAM IS LICENSED FREE OF CHARGE, THERE IS NO
WARRANTY FOR THE PROGRAM, TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLI-
CABLE LAW. EXCEPT WHEN OTHERWISE STATED IN WRITING THE COPY-
RIGHT HOLDERS AND/OR OTHER PARTIES PROVIDE THE PROGRAM “AS
IS” WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED,
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MER-
CHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. THE ENTIRE
RISK AS TO THE QUALITY AND PERFORMANCE OF THE PROGRAM IS WITH
YOU. SHOULD THE PROGRAM PROVE DEFECTIVE, YOU ASSUME THE COST
OF ALL NECESSARY SERVICING, REPAIR OR CORRECTION.

12. IN NO EVENT UNLESS REQUIRED BY APPLICABLE LAW OR AGREED TO IN
WRITING WILL ANY COPYRIGHT HOLDER, OR ANY OTHER PARTY WHO
MAY MODIFY AND/OR REDISTRIBUTE THE PROGRAM AS PERMITTED
ABOVE, BE LIABLE TO YOU FOR DAMAGES, INCLUDING ANY GENERAL,
SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF
THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE PROGRAM (INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO LOSS OF DATA OR DATA BEING RENDERED INACCURATE OR
LOSSES SUSTAINED BY YOU OR THIRD PARTIES OR A FAILURE OF THE
PROGRAM TO OPERATE WITH ANY OTHER PROGRAMS), EVEN IF SUCH
HOLDER OR OTHER PARTY HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF
SUCH DAMAGES.

END OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS
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How to Apply These Terms to Your New Programs

If you develop a new program, and you want it to be of the greatest possible use to the public,
the best way to achieve this is to make it free software which everyone can redistribute and
change under these terms.

To do so, attach the following notices to the program. It is safest to attach them to the
start of each source file to most effectively convey the exclusion of warranty; and each file
should have at least the “copyright” line and a pointer to where the full notice is found.

one line to give the program’s name and an idea of what it does.
Copyright (C) 19yy name of author

This program is free software; you can redistribute it and/or
modify it under the terms of the GNU General Public License

as published by the Free Software Foundation; either version 2
of the License, or (at your option) any later version.

This program is distributed in the hope that it will be useful,
but WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY; without even the implied warranty of
MERCHANTABILITY or FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. See the
GNU General Public License for more details.

You should have received a copy of the GNU General Public License
along with this program; if not, write to the Free Software
Foundation, Inc., 59 Temple Place - Suite 330, Boston, MA 02111-1307, USA.

Also add information on how to contact you by electronic and paper mail.

If the program is interactive, make it output a short notice like this when it starts in an
interactive mode:

Gnomovision version 69, Copyright (C) 19yy name of author

Gnomovision comes with ABSOLUTELY NO WARRANTY; for details

type ‘show w’. This is free software, and you are welcome

to redistribute it under certain conditions; type ‘show c’

for details.

The hypothetical commands ‘show w’ and ‘show ¢’ should show the appropriate parts of the
General Public License. Of course, the commands you use may be called something other
than ‘show w’ and ‘show c’; they could even be mouse-clicks or menu items—whatever suits
your program.

You should also get your employer (if you work as a programmer) or your school, if any,
to sign a “copyright disclaimer” for the program, if necessary. Here is a sample; alter the
names:

Yoyodyne, Inc., hereby disclaims all copyright
interest in the program ‘Gnomovision’

(which makes passes at compilers) written

by James Hacker.

signature of Ty Coon, 1 April 1989
Ty Coon, President of Vice

This General Public License does not permit incorporating your program into proprietary
programs. If your program is a subroutine library, you may consider it more useful to permit
linking proprietary applications with the library. If this is what you want to do, use the
GNU Library General Public License instead of this License.



2 About VICE

VICE is the one and only Versatile Commodore Emulator. It provides emulation of the
Commodore C64, C64DTV, C128, VIC20, PET, PLUS4, SCPU64 and CBM-II computers
within a single package. The emulators run as separate programs, but have the same user
interface, share the same settings and support the same file formats.

Important notice: If you have no idea what a Commodore 8-bit computer is, or have
questions about how these machines are used, how the file formats work or anything else
that is not strictly related to VICE, you should read the appropriate FAQs first, as that kind
of information is not available here. See Chapter 20 [Contacts|, page 432. for information
about how to retrieve the FAQs.

All the emulators provide an accurate 6502/6510 emulator, with emulation of all the opcodes
(both documented and undocumented ones) and accurate timing. Unlike other emulators,
VICE aims to be cycle accurate; it tries to emulate chip timings as precisely as possible and
does so efficiently.

Please do not expect the C64DTV, C128, PET, PLUS4, SCPU64 and CBM-II emulators
to be as good as the C64 or VIC20 one, as they are still under construction.

Notice: This documentation is written for the Unix release of VICE, but is slowly being
made universal.

2.1 Emulator features

2.1.1 C64 emulator features

As of version 2.3, two C64 emulators are provided: ‘x64’ (fast) and ‘x64sc’ (accurate). As
of version 3.4 ‘x64’ will no more get built by default and is not contained in the default
binary packages.

The fast C64 emulator, called ‘x64’, features a fairly complete emulation of the VIC-II video
chip: sprites, all registers and all video modes are fully emulated. The emulation has been
fully cycle-accurate since version 0.13.0.

The accurate C64 emulator, called ‘x64sc’, features a cycle-based and pixel-accurate VIC-I1
emulation. This requires a much faster machine than the old ‘x64’.

A rather complete emulation of the SID sound chip is also provided. All the basic features
are implemented as well as most of the complex ones including synchronisation, ring modu-
lation and filters. There are two emulators of the SID chip available: first is the “standard”
VICE emulator, available since VICE 0.12; the second is Dag Lem’s reSID engine. The
reSID engine is a lot more accurate than the standard engine, but it is also a lot slower,
and only suitable for faster machines.

Naturally, also both CIAs (or VIAs, in some cases) are fully emulated and cycle accurate.

2.1.2 C64DTYV emulator features

The C64DTV emulator, called ‘x64dtv’, features emulation of C64DTV revisions 2 and
3. The emulator is under construction, but most of the DTV specific features are already
supported (with varying accuracy).
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Video cache is disabled by default as it currently doesn’t work with some of C64DTV’s new
video modes. The new video modes have a simple "fake" video cache implementation that
may give incorrect results and decreased performance.

2.1.3 C128 emulator features

The C128 emulator, called ‘x128’, features a complete emulation of the internal MMU
(Memory Management Unit), 80 column VDC screen, fast IEC bus emulation, 2 MHz
mode, Z80 emulation plus all the features of the C64 emulation.

2.1.4 VIC20 emulator features

The VIC20 emulates all the internal hardware, including the VIA chips. The VIC-I video
chip is fully emulated except NTSC interlace mode, so most graphical effects will work
correctly.

The VIC20 emulator allows the use of the VIC1112 IEEE488 interface. You have to enable
the hardware (by menu, resource, or commandline option) and then load the IEEE488
ROM (see for example http://www.funet.fi/pub/cbm/schematics/cartridges/
vic20/ieee-488/325329-04.bin, but you have to double the size to 4KiB for now). The
IEEE-488 code is then started by SYS45065.

2.1.5 PET emulator features

The PET emulator emulates the 2001, 3032, 4032, 8032, 8096, 8296 and SuperPET (Micro-
MainFrame 9000) models, covering the whole series. The hardware is pretty much the same
in each and that is why one single program is enough to emulate all of them. For more
detailed information about PET hardware please refer to the PETDoc (https://
sourceforge.net/p/vice-emu/code/HEAD/tree/techdocs/PET/PETdoc. txt?
format=raw) file.

Both the 40 column and 80 column CRTC video chips are emulated (from the 4032 onward),
but a few of the features are not implemented yet (numbers of rasterlines per char and lines
per screen). Fortunately, they are not very important for average applications.

The PET 8096 is basically a PET 8032 with a 64KiB extension board which allows remap-
ping the upper 32KiB with RAM. You have to write to a special register at $££f0 to remap
the memory. The PET 8296 is a 8096 but with a completely redesigned motherboard with
128KiB RAM in total. Of the additional 32KiB RAM you can use only some in blocks of
4KiB, but you have to set jumpers on the motherboard for it. VICE uses the command line
options ‘-petram9’ and ‘-petramh’ instead. Also, the video controller can handle a larger
address range. The PET 8x96 model emulations run the Commodore LOS-96 operating
system - basically an improved BASIC 4 version with up to 32KiB for BASIC text and
32KiB for variables. See PETDoc (https://sourceforge.net/p/vice-emu/code/HEAD/
tree/techdocs/PET/PETdoc. txt?format=raw) for more information.

The PET 8296D is an 8296 with built-in 8250 low-profile dual disk drive.

The PET 8296GD is an 8296D with additionally a "HiRes Emulator" (HRE). This is a
cheaper version of a "HRG" hi-res board which was based on Thomson chips. This version
instead uses no additional hardware support apart from some memory mapping tricks. It
has supporting software in the hre-*.bin rom files.

The SuperPET also is a PET 8032 with an expansion board. It can map 4KiB at a time
out of 64KiB into the $9*** area. Also it has an ACIA 6551 for RS232 communication.


http://www.funet.fi/pub/cbm/schematics/cartridges/vic20/ieee-488/325329-04.bin
http://www.funet.fi/pub/cbm/schematics/cartridges/vic20/ieee-488/325329-04.bin
https://sourceforge.net/p/vice-emu/code/HEAD/tree/techdocs/PET/PETdoc.txt?format=raw
https://sourceforge.net/p/vice-emu/code/HEAD/tree/techdocs/PET/PETdoc.txt?format=raw
https://sourceforge.net/p/vice-emu/code/HEAD/tree/techdocs/PET/PETdoc.txt?format=raw
https://sourceforge.net/p/vice-emu/code/HEAD/tree/techdocs/PET/PETdoc.txt?format=raw
https://sourceforge.net/p/vice-emu/code/HEAD/tree/techdocs/PET/PETdoc.txt?format=raw
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The 6809 CPU that is built into the SuperPET is now emulated, since release 2.4, including
the 6702 dongle chip.

The Super-OS-9 MMU expansion, developed by TPUG (Toronto PET Users Group) is also
emulated.

The PET computers came with three major ROM revisions, so-called BASIC 1, 2 and 4,
all of which are provided. The PET 2001 uses the version 1, the PET 3032 uses version 2,
and the others use version 4. The 2001 ROM is horribly broken with respect to IEEF488
(they shipped it before they tested it with the floppy drive, so only tape worked. Therefore
the emulator patches the ROM to fix the IEEE488 routines.

As well as other low-level fixes the 2001 patch obtains the load address for a program file
from the first two bytes of the file. This allows the loading of both PET2001-saved files (that
have $0400 as their load address) and other PET files (that have $0401). The PET2001
saves from $0400 and not from $0401 as other PETs do.

Moreover, the secondary addresses used are now 0 and 1 for load and save, respectively,
and not arbitrary unused secondary addresses.

To select which model to run, specify it on the command line with the -model MODEL option,
where MODEL can be one of a list of PET model numbers, all described in see Section 7.7.1
[PET model], page 184,

2.1.6 CBM-II emulator features

The CBM-II emulator emulates several types of CBM-II models. Those models are known
under different names in the USA and Europe. In the States they have been sold as B128
and B256, in Europe as CBM 610, CBM 620 (low-profile case) or CBM 710 and CBM 720 (high-
profile case with monitor). In addition to that now an experimental C510 emulation is
included. The C510 (also known as P500) is the little brother of the C600/700 machines.
It runs at roughly 1 MHz and, surprise, it has a VIC-II instead of the CRTC. Otherwise
the different line of computers are very similar.

These computers are prepared to take a coprocessor board with an 8088 or Z80 CPU. Indeed
there are models CBM 630 and CBM 730 that supposedly had those processors. However these
models are not emulated.

The basic difference is the amount of RAM these machines have been supplied with. The
B128 and the CBM *10 models had 128KiB RAM, the others 256KiB. This implies some
banking scheme, as the 6502 can only address 64KiB. And indeed those machines use a
6509, that can address 1 MiB of RAM. It has 2 registers at addresses 0 and 1. The indirect
bank register at address 1 determines the bank (0-15) where the opcodes LDA (zp),Y and
STA (zp),Y take the data from. The exec bank register at address 0 determines the bank
where all other read and write addresses take place.

The business line machines (C6xx/7xx) have the RAM in banks 1-2, resp. 1-4. All available
banks are used for BASIC, where program code is separated from all variables, resp. from
normal variables, strings and arrays that are distributed over other banks. The C510 instead
has RAM in banks 0 and 1, and uses bank 1 for program and all variables. Bank 0, though,
can be accessed by the VIC-II to display graphics.

Many models have been expanded to more than the built-in memory. In fact some machines
have been expanded to the full 1IMiB. Bank 15 is used as system bank, with only little
RAM, and lots of expansion cartridge ROM area, the I/O and the kernal/basic ROMs.
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Some models have been modified to map RAM into the expansion ROM area. Those
modifications can be emulated as well.

The different settings are described in see Section 7.8.1 [CBM-II model|, page 195.

2.1.7 SCPU64 emulator features

The XSCPU64 emulator is a simulation of a C64 equipped with a SuperCPU64 V2B. Fea-
tures:

e 20 MHz asynchronous single cycle 65816 CPU core with proper dummy and invalid
cycle handling.

e 128 KiB static RAM, 0-16 MiB SIMM RAM, 64-512 KiB EPROM emulated and their
respective timing details.

e All RAM optimization configurations supported with write buffer.

e 1/O area access delays, write through to SRAM implemented.

e Memory mappings including cartridge and boot memory map and kernal shadow.

e Hardware registers and switches implemented.

e Replacement SCPU64 ROM compatible with the original to avoid distribution problems

e [t’s using the single cycle VICII core for accurate simulation

Still to do:
e Measure and verify VICII interrupt phase shift
e Measure and verify BA phase shift
e SIMM RAM extra 7.5 cycle refresh delay every 10us missing.
e CPU NMI support for “reset” button

The emulation is quite accurate but not perfect. If you code something timing intensive
using this simulation please always check it on real hardware to avoid bad surprises.

The hardware itself is asynchronous in nature, therefore caution must be taken to not do
long timing loops without synchronization in 20 MHz mode. Also don’t squeeze out the last
remaining cycles without leaving a safety buffer. Synchronization points can be created by
doing I/0O reads or writes and leaving a few hundred cycles left each frame will not hurt.

Otherwise it can happen that the code is running on this version of VICE or my SCPU64
V2+C128D perfectly but nowhere else due to manufacturing variations and frequency drifts.

2.2 The keyboard emulation

There are two fundamentally different ways of emulating the keyboard in VICE, both of
which have their individual shortcomings and strengths:

Symbolic Mapping

The default way (symbolic mapping) is to map every key - as far as possible - in a way that
inside the emulation the symbol that is printed on the host key is produced. For example,
if you press *, which is bound to Shift-8 on a U.S. keyboard, in the C64 emulator, the
emulated machine will have just the unshifted * key pressed (as * is unshifted on the C64
keyboard). Likewise, pressing > on the same U.S. keyboard without any shift key will cause
the combination Shift-7 to be pressed in the emulated C64. This way, it becomes quite
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obvious what keys should be typed to obtain all the symbols. The key printed on the host
keyboard will be pressed in the emulator.

Note that while these mappings will allow easier typing if you are used to your host keymap,
it might cause various problems in the emulation and not all emulated keys are accessible.
If you encounter such problems, try the positional mapping.

e Some keys really need to be mapped specially regardless (those that do not exist on a
PC keyboard). Some examples are the Commodore key, RUN/STOP, Clear/Home. The
exact mapping depends on your host layout, but should follow mostly the layouts shown
below. If in doubt, you can read the keyboard mapping files.

e the emulator has to "de-shift" (remove the shift modifier) from some keys. For exam-
ple, if you want to get a ":" on a german keyboard, you have to press "." and shift
simulaneously. Then, the emulator sees the events "shift pressed" and ":" pressed. At
the moment you have pressed shift, the emulator does not know what key you are using
next (or even if you are actually going to use another key before releasing shift again),
so it has to deliver this state to the keyboard matrix. If you press ".", then shift, to
achive a ":", the emulator has to take back the shift key although it is still pressed, as
the ":" is an unshifted key in the c64/c128 keyboard matrix.

e A similar problem exists when you press a key that is unshifted on the host keyboard,
and the emulator must "shift" (add the shift modifier) for the emulated keyboard. For
example on a US keyboard the brackets ([,]) are such a case. Unlike what would happen
on the real C64 when typing, VICE “presses” the Shift key together with the key to
shift when the Shift must be forced. In most cases this should work fine, but some
keyboard routines are quite picky (eg x128 in CP/M mode) and tend not to recognize
the shift key because of this. For instance, F6 (which on the real C64 is obtained with
Shift + F5) could be recognized as F5. In that case, use the shift key manually (i.e.,
type Shift + F5 in the example).

Yes, we know this is a bug. Unfortunately it is less than trivial to fix 100%. If you encounter
any problems, please use a positional keymap as a workaround - that should always work
as expected.

PROs:

e Mostly intuitive typing if your muscle memory is conditioned strong to your host key-
board.

CONs:

e Does not preserve the position of the keys.

e Due to how the key mapping may add or remove the SHIFT flag from individual keys,
strange side effects may occur (see above).

e SHIFT/LOCK is added to the emulated keys - which may give unexpected results
depending on your host OS and keymap (It is really emulating the SHIFT-LOCK key
and not working as a CAPS-LOCK like in your host OS anymore).

Positional Mapping

For the positional mappings first all keys are mapped at their exact positions, as far as
possible, and then the remaining few (usually 2 or 3) will be mapped to other, yet unused,
keys. This is the recommended mapping for playing games or other programs that require
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keys+modifiers (shift/control/cbm) to work exactly like on the emulated machine. This
way the keyboard is more comfortable to use in those programs (such as some games) that
require the keys to be in the correct positions. On the other hand it can be quite confusing
if you are not very familiar with the original emulated keyboards. Also not all keys can
be mapped exactly this way either, which means some of them still need to be mapped to
other keys (see further down).

Like with symbolic mapping, some keys really need to be mapped specially regardless (eg
RUN/STOP). The exact mapping depends on your host layout, but should follow mostly the
layouts shown below. If in doubt, you can read the keyboard mapping files.

PROs:

e Mostly intuitive typing if your muscle memory is conditioned strong to your (eg) C64
keyboard.

e Does preserve the position of (most of) the keys.
e Natural SHIFT and SHIFT/LOCK behaviour

CONs:
e Weird to use if you are not familiar with the emulated (eg) C64 keyboard.

Notes

We depend a lot on your support to improve the keyboard maps, as we can not test all
emulators in all possible configurations and using all host keyboard mappings. Please report
any problems to us so we can fix them!

If you experience problems with ’accent’ keys such as acute, grave, tilde, circumflex, diaresis
(and possibly more/other, depending on your host keyboard layout) try switching to a "no
deadkeys" layout in your OS. Note that currently SDL requires using a "no deadkeys"
keyboard layout! In any case, please also report these problems so we can fix them!

For more information on making your own keymaps (or helping to fix/update the existing
ones), see see Section 4.2 [Keymap files], page 35.

2.2.1 C64 & VIC20 Keyboard Map

This mapping applies to the C64, SCPU, VIC20 and DTV emulators.
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2.2.1.1 Symbolic (US)
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2.2.1.2 Positional (US)
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2.2.1.3 Symbolic (DE)

fd@dlEdddIEENE| | |

| el fnfnnficol oo, < s fon]™
P T T e .




Chapter 2: About VICE 15

2.2.1.4 Positional (DE)
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2.2.2 C128 Keyboard Map
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This mapping applies to the C128 emulator. It is for a large part identical with the respective
C64 mapping, plus the added function- and extra keys.

2.2.2.1 Symbolic (US)
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2.2.2.2 Positional (US)
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2.2.2.3 Symbolic (DE)
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2.2.2.4 Positional (DE)
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2.2.3 C16 & Plus4 Keyboard Map
TODO
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2.2.4 PET Graphics Keyboard Map
The PET2001 uses the original graphics keyboard made from "chiclet" keys:

17
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The 3032 and 4032 use "real" graphics keyboard, which is based on the same keyboard
matrix and looks like this:
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For practical reasons, there is no extra keymap for the chiclet keyboard - any attempt to
somehow reproduce that would end up too similar to what we are using now for the graphics

keyboard anyway:
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2.2.4.1 Symbolic (US)
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2.2.4.4 Positional (DE)
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2.2.5 PET Business Keyboard Map

This Layout is used for the "big" PET models, like the 8032. The matrix is not compatible
to the graphics keyboard:
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2.2.5.1 Symbolic (US)
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2.2.5.2 Positional (US)
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2.2.5.3 Symbolic (DE)
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2.2.5.4 Positional (DE)
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2.2.6 CBM2 Keyboard Map
TODO
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2.3 The joystick emulation

Joysticks can be emulated both via the keyboard and via a real joystick connected to the

host machine.

There are two keyboard layouts for joystick use, known as numpad and custom.

The numpad layout uses the numeric keypad keys, i.e., the numbers 1...9 which emulate

all the directions including the diagonal ones; 0 emulates the fire button.

The custom layout is configurable to your liking.

For some of the emulators there can be extra joysticks besides the built-in joystick ports,

the following list provides the mappings for the currently supported joystick/joypad ports:

The internal joystick port 1 [x64/xscpu64/x64dtv/x128/xvic/xplusd/xcbmbx0] is mapped

to joystick device #1.

The internal joystick port 2 [x64/xscpu64/x64dtv/x128/xplusd /xcbmb5x0] is mapped to joy-

stick device #2.

The CGA userport joystick adapter ports 1 and 2 (x64/xscpu64/x128/xvic/xpet/xcbm?2)

are mapped to extra joystick devices #1 & #2 respectively.

The PET userport joystick adapter ports 1 and 2 (x64/xscpu64/x128/xvic/xplus4/xpet /xcbm2)

are mapped to extra joystick devices #1 & #2 respectively.

The C64DTV HUMMER userport joystick adapter port (x64/xscpu64/x128/xvic/xplusd/xpet/xcbm?2)
is mapped to extra joystick device #1.

The OEM userport joystick adapter port (x64/xscpu64/x128/xvic/xplusd/xpet/xcbm?2) is

mapped to extra joystick device #1.

The HIT userport joystick adapter ports 1 & 2 (x64/xscpu64/x128) are mapped to extra

joystick devices #1 & #2 respectively.

The KingSoft userport joystick adapter ports 1 & 2 (x64/xscpu64/x128) are mapped to

extra joystick devices #1 & #2 respectively.

The StarByte userport joystick adapter ports 1 & 2 (x64/xscpu64/x128) are mapped to

extra joystick devices #1 & #2 respectively.

The Petscii userport SNES pad adapter port (x64/xscpu64/x128/xvic/xcbm2) is mapped

to extra joystick device #1.

The Superpad64 userport SNES pad adapter ports 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8
(x64/xscpu64/x128 /xvic/xcbm?2) are mapped to extra joystick devices #1, #2, #3, #4,

#5, #6, #7 & #8 respectively.

The Inception joystick adapter ports 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8 (x64/x64sc/xscpu64/x64dtv/x128 /xcbmbx0/xvic)
are mapped to extra joystick devices #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6, #7 & #8 respectively.

The MultiJoy joystick adapter ports 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8 (x64/x64sc/xscpubd /x64dtv /x128 /xcbm5x0)
are mapped to extra joystick devices #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6, #7 & #8 respectively.

The SpaceBalls joystick adapter ports 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7 & 8 (x64 /x64sc/xscpub4 /x64dtv/x128 /xcbmbx0)
are mapped to extra joystick devices #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6, #7 & #8 respectively.

The Ninja SNES pad adapter ports 1, 2 & 3 (x64/x64sc/xscpu64/x64dtv/x128 /xcbmb5x0/xplusd)

are mapped to extra joystick devices #1, #2 & #3 respectively.

The Stupid Pet Tricks joystick adapter port (x64/x64sc/xscpu64/x128/xcbm2/xpet/xvic)
is mapped to port extra joystick device #3.
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The ProtoPad SNES pad adapter port is mapped to the same port it is attached to.
The Trap-Them SNES pad adapter port is mapped to the same port it is attached to.
The MicroFlyte analog joystick is mapped to the same port it is attached to.

The SID cartridge joystick port (xplus4) is mapped to extra joystick device #4.

2.4 The disk drive emulation

All the emulators support up to 4 external disk drives as devices 8, 9, 10 and 11. Each of
these devices can emulate virtual Commodore 1541, 1541-I1, 1571, 1581, 2031, 2040, 3040,
4040, 1001, 8050, 8250, and D9090/60 drives in one of the following ways:

e using disk images, i.e., files that contain a dump of all the blocks contained in a real
floppy disk;

e accessing file system directories, thus giving you the use of files without having to copy
them to disk images; this also allows you to read and write files in the POO format.

e accessing a real device connected to the host machine. This works using the OpenCBM
library. You can get it from https://spiro.trikaliotis.net/opencbm. Make sure
to pick the right library (32 or 64bit) for your system.

e To use it in the emulators, go to the drive tab in the settings and choose "IEC
Device" and "Real Drive (OpenCBM)". Note that this will not work with all
emulators right now.

e If you want to use OpenCBM with ¢1541, start it with ¢1541 /dev/cbm (on Linux).

When using disk images there are two available types of drive emulation. One of them the
virtual drive emulation. It does not really emulate the serial line, but patches the kernal
ROM (with the so-called kernal traps) so that serial line operations can be emulated via
C language routines. This emulation is very fast, but only allows use of standard DOS
functions (and not even all of them). For real device access it is required to enable this type
of emulation.

The IEEEA488 drives (2031, 2040, 3040, 4040, 1001, 8050, 8250, and D9090/60) do not use
kernal traps. Instead the IEEE488 interface lines are monitored and the data is passed to
the drive emulation. To use them on the C64, you need to enable the IEEE488 interface
emulation. Only if the IEEE488 emulation is enabled, those drives can be selected.

The other alternative is a true drive emulation. The Commodore disk drives are provided
with their own CPU (a 6502 as the VIC20 and the PETSs) and their own RAM and ROM.
So, in order to more closely emulate its features, a complete emulation of this hardware
must be provided and that is what the hardware level emulation does. When the hardware
level emulation is used, the kernal routines remain unpatched and the serial line is fully
emulated. The problem with this emulation is that it needs a lot of processing power,
mainly because the emulator has to emulate two CPUs instead of one.

The PETs do not use a serial IEC bus to communicate with the floppy drive but instead
use the parallel IEEE488 bus. This does byte by byte transfers, as opposed to the bit by bit
transfers of the C64 and VIC20, so making it feasible to emulate the parallel line completely
while emulating the drive at DOS level only. The IEEE488 line interpreter maps the drives
8-11 (as described above) to the IEEE488 disk units, and no kernal traps are needed. The
same emulation of the Commodore IEEE488 bus interface is available for the C64 and the
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VIC20. With IEEE488 drives you can have true 2031 emulation at unit #8, and still have
filesystem access at units #10 or #11, because monitoring the IEEE488 lines does not
interfere with the true drive emulation.

The IEEE488 disk units 2040, 3040, 4040, 8050 and 8250 are Dual Drive Floppy Disks.
This means that these devices handle two disks. The drives are numbered 0 and 1.

The Commodore 2040, 3040, 4040, 1001, 8050, 8250, and D9090/60 drives are so-called
"old-style" disk drives. Their architecture includes not one, but two processors of the 6502
type, namely a 6502 for the file handling and communication with the PET (IP), and a 6504
(which is a 6502 with reduced address space) for the drive handling (FDC). Both processors
communicate over a shared memory area. The IP writes commands to read/write blocks to
this area and the FDC executes them. To make the emulation feasible, the FDC processor is
not emulated cycle-exactly as a 6504, but simply by checking the commands and executing
them on the host. This provides a fast FDC emulation, but disallows the sending the FDC
processor commands to execute code. Applications where this is necessary are believed to
be rather seldom. Only the format command uses this feature, but this is checked for.

The dual disk drive 2040 emulates one of the very first CBM disk drives. This drive has
DOS version 1. DOS1 uses an own disk type, that is closely related to the 1541 disk image.
Only on tracks 18-24 DOS1 disks have a sector more than 1541 disks. DOS1 disk images
have the extension .d67.

The dual disk drives 3040 and 4040 use the same logical disk format as the VC1541 and
the 2031. In fact, the 4040 was the first disk with DOS version 2. The 3040 emulated here
originally was the same as 2040, only for the european 30xx PET series. As many of the
original DOS1 disk drives were upgraded (a simple ROM upgrade!) to DOS2, I use the 3040
number for a DOS 2.0 disk drive, and 4040 for a revised DOS 2 disk drive. It is, however,
not yet clear whether the disks here are write compatible to the 1541, as rumors exist that
the write gap between sectors is different. But read compatible they are. As VICE emulates
the FDC processor in C and not as 6504 emulation, this does not matter in VICE.

The drives 1001, 8050 and 8250 do actually have the very same DOS ROM. Only the code
in the FDC is different, which is taken care of by VICE. So for all three of those disk drives,
only dos1001 is needed. The DOS version used is 2.7.

The D9090/60 is the only Commodore branded hard drive produced for the PET series
computers, and were often used by C64 and C128 users for their significant storage capacity
(29162/19441 free blocks). Just like the other IEEE drives before it, it uses a separate CPU
as the FDC which in turn communicates with the SASI-to-ST506 bridge (which is controlled
by an AM2910). The hardware design is very similar to the 8050/8250 drive.

Creative Micro Designs (CMD) produced the last drives for the Commodore 8-bit systems.
They first released the hard drive (HD) line, and later the floppy drive (FD) line. The CMD
HD series can support up to 4 GiB HDs with 255 separate partitions, while the CMD FD
series can support up to 3.3 MB extended density floppy disks with 31 separate partitions.
The FD series are also backwards compatible with 1581 media. The DOS for the FD series
is stored on a ROM (dos2000 and dos4000, the latest versions being 1.40).

The CMD HD uses a small boot ROM (dosCMDHD, the latest version is 2.80) which loads
the primary DOS (latest is 1.92) off the HD itself. This allows for easy upgrades and
expandability. This is also the only drive to use the front panel buttons to control the
mode of the drive on reset. There are three modes of operation: normal, configuration,



Chapter 2: About VICE 24

and installation. VICE supports placing the drive in either of these modes through the
"Reset" sub-menu on the status bar for the GTK3 interface, and the "Reset" menu in the
SDL interface. When creating a new DHD image, simply create an EMPTY file and VICE
will automatically place the drive in installation mode. The DOS will detect the drive as
the size specified by "Drive#FixedSize" (or "-drive#tfixedsize") which is 8GB by default.
To use a specific sized disk, set this value to the maximum size, or set this value to "0"
and set the image file on disk to the desired size (it should be a multiple of 512 bytes).
Once the DOS is installed, the CMD "hd-tools" program can be used to configure various
settings and partition the drive; this is done in configuration mode for safety. When in
either configuration or installation mode, the device number is set to 30. Therefore, it
is not suggested to place two or more CMD HDs in either of these modes on the same
bus at the same time. When migrating from real CMD hardware, use any HDD imaging
software ("dd" or GNU "ddrescue" on Linux) to copy the raw contents of a device to a
file. The destination file should have a "DHD" extension. For those users with multiple
disks, SCSI ID 0, LUN 0 should have the extension "DHD", but any other drives should
have ".S<ID><LUN>" where <ID> is the SCSI ID and <LUN> is the LUN or logical unit.
Place all the files in the same folder when attaching to the "DHD™" file. The other files
will automatically be scanned for and connected as well. The CMD HD boot ROM is used
for partition management, and ALL versions have a known bug which corrupts data when
deleting paritions across multiple SCSI drives. To avoid this scenario, it is highly suggested
that another full DHD image be created in VICE (on another unit) and all the files be
copied over from multi-disk configurations, using CMD "fcopy" for example, to the new
unit. This will allow the user to take advantage of all the CMD HD features without the
potential for data loss.

2.5 Supported file formats

VICE supports the most popular Commodore file formats:
e X64 or D64 disk image files; Used by the 1541, 2031, 3040, 4040 drives.
e G64 GCR-encoded 1541 disk image files
e P64 lowlevel NRZI flux pulse disk image files
e D67 CBM2040 (DOS1) disk image format
e D71 VC1571 disk image format
e D81 V(1581 disk image format
e D80 CBMS050 disk image format
e D82 CBMS8250/1001 disk image format
e D90 CBM D9090/60 disk image format
e D1M FD2000/FD4000 DD disk image format
e D2M FD2000/FD4000 HD disk image format
e D4M FD4000 ED disk image format
e DHD CMD HD disk image format
e T64 tape container files (read-only)

e TAP lowlevel tape image files

e P00 program files
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e CRT C64 cartridge image files
e TCRT tapecart image files

A utility (c1541, see Chapter 14 [c1541], page 264) is provided to allow transfers and
conversions between these formats.

Notice that the use of the X64 file format is deprecated now.
You can convert an X64 file back into a D64 file with the UNIX dd command:
dd bs=64 skip=1 if=IMAGE.X64 of=IMAGE.D64

See Chapter 17 [File formats], page 278. for a technical description of the supported file
formats.

2.6 Common problems

This section tries to describe the most common known problems with VICE, and how to
resolve them.

2.6.1 Sound problems

VICE should compile and run without major problems on many systems, but there are
some known issues related to the sound driver.

If you are having sound problems, such as skipping, first monitor how much CPU time the
respective emulator is taking on your system. To run smoothly, on a modern system, it
should really never go over 50% or so, except for very short peaks that should also stay well
beyond 90%. If you see it takes more, try disabling some of the most CPU intense features
(disable CRT emulation, use fastsid instead of reSID, disable true drive emulation).

If the CPU usage is ok, try using a different sound driver. You may also try increasing the
sound 